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The Life of a Speechwriter 

 

President Judy Genshaft addressed students last month about the downtown medical expansion at the 
University of South Florida. She was well spoken and seemed educated on the topic.  
 
How does she always seem so prepared? How does she know so much about so many different things? 
How is she so well informed on every topic she speaks about? 
 
The answer:  Vickie Chachere. 
 
For the past six years, Chachere has been in charge of writing the president’s speeches. She started at 
the University of South Florida in 2008 as a science and technology writer. A few weeks later, Chachere 
was asked to write a press speech for Judy Genshaft and became Genshaft’s permanent speechwriter 
directly after writing the impressive speech. She quickly moved up to higher positions through her 
increased knowledge and is now the director of special projects for USF Communications & Marketing. 
 
Chachere knew from a young age that she wanted to work in the field of mass communications. She 
always wanted to be a reporter. She always wanted to write. She wanted to understand things and how 
they work. She wanted to know more about government and society. She could do what she loved and 
get paid to do it.  
 
“I think it’s important for people who want to be in communications to really know what the big issues 
are that people are talking about, and how their organization fits into the big picture of what’s going on 
in the world,” said Chachere.  
 
Chachere fulfilled her childhood dream and graduated with a bachelor’s degree in journalism from the 
Walter Cronkite School of Journalism at Arizona State University. After graduation, Chachere wanted to 
find work in Florida because she found it to be an exciting and busy news market. In 1989, she came to 
Florida and worked for the Tampa Tribune.  As a reporter she covered many events that could range 
from hurricanes to murder trials.  
 
On Sept. 11, 2011, Chachere covered one of the nation’s most memorable events. When the planes 
struck the twin towers that morning, Chachere was sent to Emma E. Booker Elementary School in 
Sarasota, Fla. This experience stood out the most to her because this was such an important day in 
American history and she was able to be at the school interviewing the president as the events were 
unfolding.  Everyone was scared and trying to understand what had happened and she was on the front 
line getting the information.  
 
“I think 9/11 will be my most memorable day for many reasons,” said Chachere. “It was terrifying and 
such a hard day’s work, but it really gave me important perspective on life and what matters most.” 
 
After nearly 20 years of reporting for both the Tribune and the Associated Press, the news business 
became a difficult industry to work in. Reporters were having a tough time finding work and cutbacks 



were being made everywhere. Because Chachere had such an interest in higher education, she took the 
opportunity to work for USF.  
 
“I miss being a news reporter, but all my friends who tried to stay in the business have had a very 
difficult and uncertain time,” said Chachere. “I’ve really enjoyed this phase of my career and I know if I 
decide to go back into the news business someday, I can do that.”  
 
Chachere said she was lucky to find a job where she could use all of her knowledge and put it to work at 
USF. Her job does have many things in common with a reporter’s job. She is just writing for a specific 
audience now. She has to stay up to date with what is going on in the world on a daily basis, and she is 
constantly engaged with her job. She loves reading and learning new information.  
 
“It works out because I would be reading no matter what I did,” said Chachere.  “If I was an accountant, I 
would still want to read industry trade publications in my area because I feel like it is important to be 
really informed about what it is you do.”  
 
In 2010, Chachere worked with the College of Marine Science and was responsible for all the 
communications in USF’s involvement with the Gulf oil spill. She traveled with researchers that were 
working in the Gulf and worked with reporters, acting as the intermediary between the scientists and 
the media. For six months, USF was receiving national and international attention from the media 
because of all the scientists’ research findings. Chachere described this as an amazing and exciting year.  
 
Today, Chachere is working to develop information about the potential expansion of USF in downtown. 
She will be responsible for all of the communications on the project. So next time Judy Genshaft speaks 
on the issue, one can understand that Vickie Chachere is behind the well-informed president’s speech.   


