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MPSS/MAPS Hosts Murder Mystery Event 

 
Gilda-Rae Grell, center, dances with other students to “The Wobble,” after the killer was 

discovered.  

 

 

 

The Minority Pre-Professional Science Society and Minority Association of Pre-Med Students 

hosted a murder mystery event Oct. 31 at the Marshall Student Center to promote the fun side of 

the organization.  



This is the second time the organization hosted this event on Halloween at the University of 

South Florida and plans to continue the tradition next year. The event included refreshments, 

music, dancing, pizza and a murder mystery. The goal was to increase student awareness of 

MPSS/MAPS while steering away from the standard informational events; this allowed students 

to socialize and have fun on the holiday. 

“We want to make ourselves known. We want everyone to know who we are,” said Melissa 

Williams, the social events chair for the organization. “The event ended up having a better turn 

out than we expected. We had less than 30 students attend last year, and this year we had about 

40.”  

MPSS/MAPS is an organization dedicated to helping minority and underprivileged students 

seeking a degree in the medical field. The organization offers opportunities for scholarships, job 

shadows and internships to its members. The members are required to attend at least three events 

a year to receive job shadow opportunities.  

Planning for the event started at the beginning of August and 12 members of the organization 

were helping to coordinate it; Williams was in charge. Promotion for the event included fliers 

posted in the bathrooms at USF and Facebook advertising. Before the event, Williams purchased 

a murder mystery game online and got decorations.  

“I found out about the event through my counselor; she recommended it to me,” said Kristyn 

Keer, a sophomore studying pre-med.  

The event started at 5:00 p.m., and as students arrived, they were given characters and name tags. 

Each person had to read about their character and play the part of that character until the mystery 

was solved. Music was played to enhance the setting of a party.  

As the party went on, the lights cut out and Francis Fisk was murdered. Students had to walk 

around the room and find various clues and chat with others to try to solve who killed Fisk.  

After the killer was discovered, the organization gave out certificates to the people that correctly 

identified the killer and to the person voted best actor. Afterwards, the music was turned on and 

students danced and socialized with each other. 

“This was not what I expected,” said Alesha Foster, a sophomore member of the organization, “It 

is usually more sit-down type events. I would definitely come to this again.”   
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MPSS/MAPS to host a Murder Mystery Event at University of South Florida  

Tampa, Fla. – Today the Minority Pre-Professional Science Society and Minority Association of 

Pre-Med Students announces they will be hosting a murder mystery event Oct. 31 at 5 p.m. in the 

Marshall Student Center at USF. 

This will be the second year the organization has hosted this event on Halloween; the first year 

nearly 30 students attended.  

The organization chose a murder mystery event to allow its members to have some fun. 

Members are required to attend at least three events a year in order to be eligible for a job 

shadow. The organization wants to arrange fun events occasionally to encourage students to be 

active in the organization.  

 “We do a lot of work to help you get to the graduate school of your choice,” said Gilda-Rae 

Grell, the organization’s president.  “We have an academic panel where we advise you on what 

classes to take or what professors to take, and after you chose those classes, we have study 

groups.” 

Currently, MPSS/MAPS has approximately 200 registered members. The organization strives to 

help these members achieve their goals. The executive board wants more students to be aware of 

the organization’s events and attract new members. Members that join will receive support in 

obtaining their medical degree and moving further with their major.   

 

About MPSS/MAPS 

Minority Pre-Professional Science Society and Minority Association of Pre-Med Students is an 

organization for students in the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of South Florida. 

July will mark the organizations 30
th

 year at USF. The organization helps minorities and 

financially disadvantaged students obtain scholarships, job shadows and internships. The 

organization’s focus is to help students get into graduate school and allow students to gain 

experience in their desired field of study. Learn more at http://studentorgs.usf.edu/mpss/  
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HOLDING EVENTS THAT ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO HAVE FUN AT SCHOOL 

A Social Media Campaign to Promote the MPSS/MAPS Murder Mystery Event 

 

The Minority Pre-Professional Science Society and Minority Association of Pre-Med Students 

originated nearly 30 years ago at the University of South Florida. The organization falls under 

Project Thrust. Project Thrust is a program that helps to provide both personal and academic 

assistance to undergraduates at USF. The organization currently has approximately 200 

registered students. MPSS/MAPS is currently trying to increase awareness about their 

organization and register more students.  

The organization has created a murder mystery event they plan to hold annually on Halloween. 

This will be the second year the organization has hosted the event. Last year, approximately 30 

people attended the event. The organization hopes to surpass that amount this year.  

MPSS/MAPS believes this event will create awareness about the organization. Many of the 

events the organization hosts are informational and include members sitting and listening to 

guest speakers. Because this event is more social, it will allow students who were unaware of the 

organization the opportunity to talk with current members. This event will allow students to 

create friendships and find similarities with others in the organization.  

MPSS/MAPS wants to ensure that people know about the organization and what they do. The 

main goal of this promotion is to encourage students to attend the murder mystery event to 

increase awareness of the organization. The secondary goal would be to have students become 

members MPSS/MAPS.  

In order to achieve these goals, the organization will begin a social media campaign to let 

students know about the event. This campaign is geared toward the fun in the organization. The 

organization wants to let students know that if they become a member not only is it beneficial 

but they can have a fun experience and make new friends.  
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 Twitter: Students in the organization will be encouraged to tweet about the event using 

the #MurderMystery hashtag. If students do this they will have the opportunity to win 

prizes. 

 Facebook: Students will be encouraged to change their profile picture to a picture created 

for the event for a period of two weeks prior to the event. Students will have the 

opportunity to win prizes.  

 

Prizes will include Visa gift cards, movie gift cards, coupons for participating restaurants, and 

tickets to a Tampa Bay Lighting Game.  

By promoting a fun event and rewarding students that help spread the word, MPSS/MAPS hopes 

that more students will now know about their organization and what they do.   

 


