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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

FORMER WHITE COLLAR CRIMINAL WALT PAVLO TO LEAD PANEL DISCUSSION 

AT UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA 

 

TAMPA, Fla., (Sept. 17, 2014) ̶̶  Recent reports from the FBI show the effect white-collar crimes 

have on the economy. At the University of South Florida, Walt Pavlo will lead a panel discussion 

on how to use creativity and analytics to decrease white-collar crime and catch criminals.  

 

According to the National White Collar Crime Center, approximately one in three households is 

a victim of white-collar crimes. The FBI reported that corporate fraud alone caused public 

investors losses of more than $1 billion in the fiscal year of 2011.  

 

The event will take place at USF’s College of Business on Oct. 10, 2014, at 4:30 p.m. and is 

open to the public.  Due to limited seating, attendees must RSVP on the event’s website. 

https://docs.google.com/a/mail.usf.edu/forms/d/1bIhYQHSS120mt0vLTwI9V2ByQQQommudx

qDOswzdaCA/viewform  

 

Pavlo was working in an upper-level position at MCI, a communications company, shortly after 

receiving his MBA. Soon after, he began to struggle to meet his targets, and a colleague showed 

him how he could cheat to make them. Although Pavlo learned from a young age the difference 

between right and wrong, his misdeeds began increasing, and soon, he and his colleague created 

a $6 million money laundering plan. He was caught six months later.  

 

 In 2001, Pavlo pleaded guilty to money laundering and wire fraud and served a two-year prison 

sentence. Pavlo now speaks at business schools to share his real-life experiences. He stresses to 

his audiences the importance of ethics and the consequences of unethical actions. Even good 

people, with enough motivation, have the capability of doing bad things.  

 

Pavlo’s 45-minute lecture will be followed by a panel discussion, which will then lead into a 

Q&A session, closing remarks and a cocktail reception. Because the discussion takes place on 

the same day as USF’s Homecoming parade, at 7:00 p.m., the event will move outside to watch 

the festivities.  

  

The panel will include a former FBI agent, an anti-money laundering professional and a law 

enforcement member. The discussion will be moderated by the director of USF’s School of 

Accountancy, Uday Murthy. 

 

-more- 
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“I think Walt Pavlo coming to speak will be a great opportunity for anyone that attends,” Murthy 

said. “I believe he will lead an educational discussion on an important topic.” 

 

The University of South Florida is a high-impact, global research university dedicated to student 

success. USF is a Top 50 research university among both public and private institutions 

nationwide in total research expenditures, according to the National Science Foundation. Serving 

nearly 48,000 students, the USF System has an annual budget of $1.5 billion and an annual 

economic impact of $4.4 billion. USF is a member of the American Athletic Conference. 
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USF COLLEGE OF BUSINESS FACT SHEET 

 

The College of Business strives to teach students relevant knowledge that they can connect to 

their lives and use in their future careers. It divides up the college into smaller departments so the 

students can have better interaction with their professors and be kept on track for graduation. The 

college’s vision is that by 2018, all students who graduate from the College of Business will 

have a meaningful job offer upon graduation.  

 

College of Business Statistics 

 

 The undergraduate program is listed on BusinessWeek’s best business schools. 

 Brigham Young University ranked USF number one in the country in the field of 

accounting information systems.  

 USF has the only Business Honors Program in Florida, which offers study abroad 

programs, corporate mentoring, personalized advising and valuable research 

opportunities.  

 The College of Business has one of the highest ranked accounting schools and a 

nationally-ranked MBA program.  

 In the 2012-2013 school year, more than 1,600 students received a degree from the 

College of Business.  

 

 

Departments 

 

 Accountancy 

 Finance 

 Information Systems Decision Sciences 

 Marketing  

 Management 

 

 

Activities 

 

 The College of Business has numerous corporate partners that it works with to strengthen 

teaching curriculums and create internship opportunities.  

 The college hosted a panel discussion in October 2013 that featured Boston Market’s 

Chief Brand Officer speaking about data-driven results and her experience on the TV 

show “Undercover Boss.”  

 More than 50 students participated in a summer seminar with Citi to learn about anti-

money laundering expertise.  

 The college hosted many community events that emphasized business intelligence, 

technology, and data analysis.  

 

 

 



 

WALT PAVLO BIOGRAPHY 

 

Walt Pavlo is a former white-collar criminal who now speaks at business schools. Pavlo makes 

his living off of speaking about the importance of ethical decision-making.  

 

Pavlo graduated with an MBA from Mercer University and later became a senior manager at 

MCI Telecommunications. Pavlo was responsible for both the collection and billing of almost $1 

billion in monthly revenue. Pavlo became stressed in his job and found it difficult to meet his 

target numbers. A colleague taught Pavlo how to hide debts in MCI’s worst-performing clients. 

This way Pavlo would still show impressive numbers. Pavlo and his colleague siphoned $6 

million from seven clients and put their money in a bank account in the Cayman Islands.  

 

During this period, Pavlo began to live more luxuriously. He bought a new car, took regular 

vacations, and bought expensive clothing. No one asked him about his newfound money. 

Everyone thought he was getting what he deserved because of his hard work.  

 

Six months into the scheme, the company’s auditors noticed the strange money exchanges 

happening in the Cayman Islands. Pavlo resigned hoping that would be the end of it, but the 

company called in the FBI. In 2001, Pavlo pleaded guilty to wire fraud and money laundering. 

He served a two-year sentence in federal prison. 

 

Once released, Pavlo found it difficult to find work and had to live with his parents for a short 

time. He started giving lectures to the FBI and business schools to help make money and pay his 

restitution.  

 

Since, Pavlo has been asked to speak at several Fortune 500 companies and has lectured at more 

than 100 business schools. Pavlo wants to help prevent white-collar crimes. He wants to warn 

people that may be faced with the same ethical decisions he had been faced with.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WHITE-COLLAR CRIME 

 

White-collar crime includes frauds committed by both government and business professionals. 

These crimes are not associated with violence but they are not victimless crimes. These crimes 

can destroy companies, cost investors millions or devastate families by wiping out their life 

savings. In today’s tech savvy era, it’s become much easier for criminals to steal. Today’s fraud 

schemes are more sophisticated than ever.  

 

 

White-Collar Crime Statistics 

 

 According to data from the Justice Department, in June 2014 the government reported 

582 new white-collar crime hearings. 

 The Justice Department reported that currently, the monthly white-collar crime arrests are 

down from last year by more than 6 percent.  

 Florida was ranked number one in white-collar crime prosecutions in 2013, according to 

the Justice Department 

 Because white-collar crime occurs in many forms and professions, it can be hard to 

control.   

 

 

Help Prevent Crime 

 

 The first step to helping people from becoming victims of crime and fraud is to become 

well educated.   

 Report all suspicious activities immediately.  

 People should know about common fraud scams so they are aware of what to look for. 

 All companies should have experienced auditors to check financial records.  

 

 

Effect of White-Collar Crime  

 

 The Justice Department reported in June 2014, the government had 209 white-collar 

crime trials for every 10 million people living in the United States. 

 According to the National White Collar Crime Center, approximately one in three 

households is a victim of white-collar crimes. 

 The FBI reported that corporate fraud alone caused public investors losses of more than 

$1 billion in the fiscal year of 2011.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


