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Thirty-five semifinalists performed for an opportunity to make it to the finals in the National 

Singing Star Tampa competition at University Mall on Sunday. 

The National Singing star hosts singing competitions in 21 cities throughout the country, and the 

competition comes to Tampa once a year, according to Julie Matthews, the producer. The 

competition is open to anyone. Matthews said the preliminaries started with 100 singers. The 

semifinalists’ ages ranged widely, from younger children to older adults.                       

“We think singing competitions are very popular right now,” Matthews said. “We wanted to 

offer people a stage to sing on.”  

The National Singing Star has raised over $4 million for Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals 

since the competition started 22 years ago, according to Matthews.  

All audience members were charged a $10 admission, which gave them 10 vote tickets. They 

also had the option to purchase additional vote tickets. Matthews said profits from the vote 

tickets are donated. The singers are not charged an entry fee to compete and they do not have to 

pay admission.  

The competition took place in an empty store space between center court and the kids play area 

in the mall. Matthews said the mall has been donating a space to the competition for the past 22 

years. The space was decorated with tall lamps and string lighting along the walls. About 100 

people attended.  

During the four-hour-long competition, each of the semifinalists stepped up on the stage and 

sang a full song for the audience and judges.  Debi Lewin, the co-producer, hosted the event and 

announced each performer to the audience. She applauded each performer and praised them for 

their good work.  

“I’ve been singing for over 30 years, and I still get nervous,” Lewin said. 

Thanecha Anderson, a semifinalist, was excited when she learned of the competition. She is 

trying out for “The Voice” next week in Nashville, Tenn., and believes the competition will give 

her practice performing in front of people and provide good feedback. Anderson has been 

singing for about 8 years and writes her own music.  



“I want to be able to get out there and tell people, especially kids, you can go anywhere with 

life,” Anderson said. “I want to be an inspiration.”  

The finalists were chosen based on judges’ scores and votes. Votes accounted for 25 percent, and 

the three judges’ scores accounted for the other 75 percent. The judges told the semifinalists 

scores were based on notes, voice quality, appearance, stage presence, voice presentation and 

likeability. Twenty-nine semifinalists made it through to the finals. 

Cindy Campione, one of the judges in the competition, manages a production company and has 

been singing since she was a young child. Campione said she was happy to be a judge. She 

thinks it is a great competition, because it is open to everyone.  

“Everyone has a voice,” Campione said. “Everyone has music inside them.”  

The finals will be held in University Mall at 3 p.m., Feb. 3. The winners will be announced in the 

mall at 6:30 p.m., Feb 5. The winner will receive $500, a television appearance, a chance to 

compete for the national title, and an opportunity to record a demo in a professional recording 

studio.  

 

 

 

 

Thanecha Anderson sings “So Small” by Carrie Underwood.  


